“~yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things 
and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom 
are all things and throvgh whom we exist."—1 Cor. 8:6 (ESV) 


VALLEY GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH OF ARMAGH, PA 
FEBRUARY 18", AD 2©24 


The LORD’S Day 


The Eighteenth Day of February, i the Year of our Lord 2024 
Welcome to the worship services of Valley Grace Brethren Church! 


CPP PDP PDS OY 
Sunday School—9:30 AM. 
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“All virtue that is saving, or distinguishing of true 
Christians, is summed up in Christian love. [t is love 
that disposes us to honor fiod as fiod, to adore and 
worship Him. Love recognizes fiod's right to govern 
us and His worthiness to be the object of our obedience. At the 
same time, love disposes us to treat our neighbors with honor 


and respect. —K.€. Sproul 
Morning Worship—I10:30 AM. 

Call to Worship:* “Love Lifted Me” (#308; Chorus ONLY). 
Invocation.* 
Hymn: “In My Heart their Rings a Melody” (#228). 
Prayer for Tithes & Offerings. 
Scripture Reading: Hebrews I:1-12. 
Prayer, Praises, & Testimony. 
Special Music: Anna Mason— “With Great Gentleness.” 
Announcemnts. 

ymn: “Jesus Loves Even Me ” (#243). 
ee: of Youth for Children’s Church. =X : =p ia 
Greeting One Another. 
Message: “CREATION EX NIHILO: THE WORK OF CHRIST.” 
Closing Hymn:* “My Jesus I Love Thee” (#31). 


Benediction.” 


eee, 


*The Congregation will please arise, if able. 


| Pastor: Terry L. Reese; Phone: (814) 254-6734 
Pastor’s Blog: hittps://reesepastor.blogspot.com 
Church: (814) 446-6685; facebook: @valleygbcarmagh 

e(|;;, Mailing Address: PO Box 178; Armagh, PA 15920 
[MATA | INTERNET ARCHIVE: archive.org (@reesetpje) 
YouTube Channel: @terryreese 1376; rumble Channel: TerryReese 


Week oi February 11 — February 17 

Sunday School—6 

ig Midweek—No Service (medical, illnesses) 
Morning Worship—16; Weekly Offering—$593. 


ve \ Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study—6:30 PM 


This week, we will continue our studies in Daniel six. 


The 67" Allegheny Conservative GBC District Conference 
theme (May 18, 2024; 9AM-3PM) will be “AND GOD SAID,” 
with Pastor Tom Johnson (Somerset GBC) serving as Moderator 
and Pastor Larry Weigle (Reading GBC) as Vice Moderator. 


RUARY POTLUCK-SECH 
TODAY we will be enjoying a Beitien an 
directly after morning worship. EVERYONE is 
welcome and encouraged to join us for this time 
of fellowship! 


Returw from LMivieal 


From: Pastor Keith Merriman 
Dateline: Feb. 16, 2024, 10:06 AM (8 hours ago) 


Dear beloved brethren, 


Pastor Daniel and | are home safe as of yesterday afternoon. 
Thanks to all of you for your prayers. God answered. Trying to 
adjust to 8-hour time change. Updates will follow! 


God bless, 
Keith 


Creation Ex Nihilo 


Pastor Terry L. Reese; Valley GBC of Armagh, PA; 2/18/24 
CGBCI Statement of Faith, on MAN: “We believe in the recent, 
direct creation of the heavens, the earth, and all their hosts, 
without pre-existing material, in six literal 24-hour days.” 


Intro: The SOF points to some central questions... 
a. Where did the Universe come from? 
b. Where do we go to obtain such knowledge? God’s Word—or 
the secular disciplines? (Rom. 3:4, Heb. 11:3) 
c. Just how sovereign is the Lord over creation? Is He indeed 
the author and originator of a// reality? 


. Definition. Creation ex nihilo (“Creation out of nothing”): 
God created everything—the entire universe—from nothing, 
employing no pre-existent material. Physical matter is not 
eternal: it exists by supernatural, Divine fiat (2 Pet. 3:3-7). 


ll. Scripture. 
Ps. 33:6: By the word of the LORD (i.e., not by pre-existing matter] the 
heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all their host. 
Heb. 11:3: By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word 
of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 


Also see Ps. 90:2, Prov. 3:19, Isa. 44:24, Acts 4:24, Rom. 11:36, 
1 Cor. 8:6, Eph. 3:9, Heb. 2:10, 2 Pet. 3:5, Rev.4:11. 


Scripture (special revelation) is clear, is the testimony of nature 
(natural revelation; cf., Ps. 19:1-3; Rom. 1:20). But fallen human 
nature cannot abide the truth (John 3:19)! 


lll. WHO is the God who is able to do such things? 

A. The Eternal, the “I AM” (Ex. 3:14; Ps. 90:1-2). 

B. The Self-existent One, who has Life within Himself (Ps. 36:9, 
Jer. 2:13, John 5:26, Acts 17:25). 

C. WHO is qualified to be the real God? (Jer. 10:11) 


IV. Only God creates ex nihilo—and thus, so does JESUS! 

A. Seen, partially, in His mastery over nature (Matt. 8:26-27; 
John 2:1-11, 11:43-44). 

B. Creation ex Nihilo directly ascribed unto the Son (John 1:3, 
1 Cor. 8:6, Col. 1:16, Heb. 1:1-3). 

C. He is the great eternal “Il AM” (cf. John 8:24, 58) who has life 
in Himself (John 5:26)! 


Cover Art: “Creation ex Nihilo,” by Pastor Terry L. Reese 


